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The National Assembly, reserving in its integrity the constitu-
ent power which belongs to it, but wishing to extend the
attributions of Public Powers, decrees:
Art. i. The Law of 31 August 1871 is modified as follows:
The President of the Republic communicates with the
Assembly by messages which, except for those which open
sessions, are read at the tribune by a minister. Nevertheless, he
will be heard by the Assembly in the discussion of laws when he
deems it necessary, and after his having informed it by a mes-
sage of his intention. The discussion on the occasion of which
the President of the Republic wishes to speak is suspended after
the message is received, and the President will be heard on the
following day, unless by a special vote it be decided that it
shall be on the same day. The session is adjourned after he has
been heard, and the discussion is renewed only at a later session.
The debate takes place in the absence of the President of the
Republic.
Art. 2. The President of the Republic promulgates laws
declared to be urgent within three days, and laws not urgent
within a month, after the vote of the Assembly. During the
three days following, where a law not submitted for three
readings is concerned, the President of the Republic shall have
the right, in a message stating his reason, to ask for a new
debate. For laws submitted to the formality of three readings,
the President of the Republic shall have the right, after the
second reading, to ask that the third debate should be put on
the agenda only after a delay of two months.
Art. 3. The terms of the preceding article shall not apply to
acts by which the National Assembly shall exercise the con-
stituent power which is reserved for it in the preamble of the
present law.
Art. 4. Interpellations can'be addressed only to ministers, and
not to the President of the Republic. When interpellations
addressed to ministers or petitions sent to the Assembly are
concerned with external affairs, the President of the Republic
shall have the right to be heard. When such interpellations or
petitions have bearing on internal affairs, ministers alone shall
reply for acts which concern them. Nevertheless if, by a special